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The Ashrafite Madrasa

in Taiz

) Nestling at the feet of the 3,000 metre Sabr mountain, Taiz
is about an hour from the Mocha port on the Red Sea, with
picturesque roads that circle the mountain sides. The city is
known for the historical charm of its old and beautiful quarters
with its brown brick houses and white mosques. Among the
most famous places in Taiz, is the Ashrafite Madrasa that was
established in 1397 A.D. at the behest of King Al Ashraf, son
of King Al Afdal Abbas. The original founding documents

can still be seen hanging on the school’s walls.

) The school is situated close to the Al Mozafar Mosque,
and the two structures together make for an extraordinary
panorama. The architects evidently took advantage of the
school’s location and ensured its architectural elements were
in harmony with the surroundings. They also had an excellent
understanding of the space that would be occupied by the
building, and created a unique method to make use of such
levels within the structural constituents. In addition, they
were able to overcome the ruggedness of land by choosing to
paint the school in white. The overall effect is an unexpected
look of striking glamour - a thrilling pearl on Mount Sabr,
adorned in Saracen attire.

) A look at the school shows one the dexterity of the Yemeni
architecture at distributing the clements of construction. The
two minarets have been placed to be clearly viewed from the
slope of the upland in which the school is embedded. In this
way, the mosque is in harmony with the domes behind it,
sloping down along with other buildings and achieving an
aesthetic blend of nature and architecture. The proportions of
various structures were also taken into account in designing
the school; the main dome is flanked by two similar minarets
when we look at it from the northern side. A visitor, who
observes the school from any point of perspective, will find
all the elements of architecture to be visible. Obviously the
elements were designed to avoid obscuring one another,
and appear as a balanced visual symphony in a formation of

blocks.

) The elements that characterize the school include the
locationand layout. Itsvarious parts,accordingtoitsfunctional
partitions, include the prayer room, the central courtyard,
sepulchers, classrooms, meeting places, the kuttab, facilities,
storerooms, corridors and health facilities. In addition,
there are other elements of decoration and architectural
adornment, such as porches, qamriyas, and various decors.
As a whole, these elements make the Ashrafite Madrasa one
of the most important schools in the era of the Rasulid state
in Yemen. As architecture and arts are key manifestations of
any civilization, the Ashrafite Madrasa is a clear expression of
the Arab and Islamic civilization, the modern, urbane lifestyle
and the scientific culture that flourished during that epoch of
the great history of Yemen.



